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Handmade rugs are perpetual objects of

desire, sought after for their expressive designs and

intricate combinations of pattern and color.Whether

hand-knotted or handwoven, their tactile quality

completes any well-furnished interior. A rug often

occupies fully a third of a room and, if antique, is also

often its most expensive single item, yet there has

never been a book presenting decorative carpets as

an integral component of interior design until now.

Decorative carpet expert Alix G. Perrachon has,

for the first time, compiled a book to guide all inter-

ested in placing handmade carpets in contemporary

spaces—from individual homeowners to interior

designers and their clients. Inside, thirty-two of

America’s most celebrated designers—including

Penny Drue Baird, Samuel Botero, Clodagh, Jamie

Drake, David Easton, Thomas Jayne, Juan Montoya,

Suzanne Tucker, BunnyWilliams, and VicenteWolf—

discuss in animated terms how, and which pieces,

they choose from the infinite array of handmade dec-

orative carpets available in the market today. Their

selections are illustrated with luxurious images

drawn from their own work, revealing rugs ranging

from Agras, Aubussons, and Axminsters to modern

Tibetan and transitional designs in every style of

interior from traditional to contemporary.

In addition to engaging, accessible text and 300

full-color illustrations, The Decorative Carpet provides

purchasing and care essentials, presents the twenty

most popular types of rugs used by designers

today—along with a brief description of the defining

characteristics and history of each—and includes a

glossary and suggestions for further reading, provid-

ing all the tools necessary for all those eager to

explore the intriguing, expansive world of handmade

decorative carpets to begin.
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“Finally, a book on decorating with handmade rugs that

is visually compelling, informative, and practical for both the

interior designer and homeowner. From its treasure trove

of celebrity designer interiors and invaluable tips to its basic

need-to-know facts on rugs, The Decorative Carpet is a must

whether you already own rugs, are contemplating a purchase,

or simply love looking at them.”

—Lucille J. Laufer
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ,

OR IENTAL RUG IMPORTERS ASSOCIATION

“At last a long overdue book on decorative carpets has appeared

on the scene. By exhibiting the work of some of today’s most

prestigious designers, we are able to see in situ the importance

of the rug and its prominence in a room’s setting.”

—Doris Leslie Blau


